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Agenda

What is the Scholarly Approach?

What are Common Threats?

What are Strategies for Engaging in the 

Scholarly Approach?



Enthusiasm

“Behavioral manifestation of positive energy…”

Patrick BC , Hisley J, Kempler T. (2000). 



Curiosity

“Intrinsically motivated desire for information...”

Loewenstein G. (1994). 



Enthusiasm + Curiosity



Enthusiasm + Curiosity



Enthusiasm + Curiosity



Scholarly Approach

Review the Literature 
Review and build on the work of others, with a 

clear statement of the problem

Appropriate Methods
Systematically designed educational activity

Evaluation & Reflection
Measure your outcomes
Review your experience

Simpson & Anderson (2006)
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Scholarly Approach: Literature

• Braid your Background

• Describe the Bigger Conversation

• Make the Argument

• Defend your hypothesis/problem 
statement/goal



Scholarly Approach: Methods

• Methods match the goal

– Knowledge = Bloom’s Taxonomy

– Skills = Psychomotor Skill development

– Encourage Motivation = Find what motivates



Scholarly Approach: 
Evaluation & Reflection

• Did it [do] what you intended it to [do]? 

• Kirkpatrick’s Levels of Evaluation: 

– Satisfaction, Learning, Behavior, Outcomes

• Ask for peer review and feedback

• Reflection promotes self-awareness and 
growth

Kirkpatrick D. Four levels of evaluation. 2007.



Scholarly Approach

Review 
Literature

Appropriate 
Methods

Evaluation 
& 

Reflection



Common Threats to the 

Scholarly Approach 



Threats to Scholarly Approach

“…We accept 13% of submissions simply 
because only 13% of submissions are 

acceptable.” 
– Geoff Norman

Editor, Advances in Health Sciences Education

2014;19(1):1-5.



Threats to Scholarly Approach

**p <.001

Divorce Rate in Maine and Per Capita 
Consumption of Margarine



Threats to Scholarly Approach

$ Spent on Admission to Spectator Sports (US) 
and $ Spent on Pets (US)

p<.001



Threat 1: Educational v. Clinical

Constructs



Threat 2: The Well-Meaning 
Colleague



Threat 3: The Literature Review



Threat 3: The Literature Review



Threat 4: The [Last Minute] 
Write-Up



Strategies to Engage in the 

Scholarly Approach 



Strategy 1: Find a Mentor



Strategy 2: Find Your Posse

Dzau et al (2013) 



Strategy 3: Join the Conversation



Kanter SL. Academic Medicine, Vol. 83, No. 8 / August 2008 

Strategy 3: Join the Conversation



Who Publishes Innovations?

Blanchard, Nagler & Artino (2015)



Strategy 4: Write

“If you want to run faster, 

run faster.”



Strategy 4: Write

• The Doing of the thing and the Writing of the 
thing 

• Make the time

• Write your horrible draft

• Discuss author order early

• Write an argument, not a summary

• Engage your posse



Where Do I Begin?
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